
WHAT YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE TAUGHT IN GRADE 6 
 

 
 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Acquisition of Vocabulary 
 Define unknown words using context clues. 
 Use connotations and definitions to find 

meanings. 
 Use synonyms, antonyms and analogies to 

understand a new word. 
 Use metaphors and similes to understand 

text. 
 Recognize words from other languages that 

have become familiar in the English 
language. 
 Use prefixes, suffixes and roots to analyze 

meaning. 
 Understand that symbols and acronyms 

stand for words. 
 Use resources to define and pronounce 

words. 
 
Reading Processes:  Concepts of Print, 
Comprehension Strategies and Self-
Monitoring Strategies 
 Determine the purpose for reading and 

adjust reading accordingly. 
 Make a prediction based specifically on 

text. 
 Compare different texts using author style 

and text content. 
 Summarize text. 
 Create and use graphic organizers. 

 Show understanding of text by answering 
literal, inferential, evaluative and 
synthesizing questions. 
 Monitor understanding when reading by 

skimming, scanning, rereading, 
summarizing, etc. 
 Build meaning from text by asking 

questions and reading to find the answers. 
 Choose reading material based on interests, 

personal favorites and recommendations. 
 Read independently for different purposes. 

 
Reading Applications:  Informational, 
Technical and Persuasive Text 
 Locate information in the text. 
 Locate information online. 
 Use cause/effect and fact/opinion. 
 Compare a summary to the original text. 
 Understand information in maps, charts, 

tables, graphs, diagrams and cutaways. 
 Identify the author’s point of view and 

evaluate how well it is supported. 
 Identify the author’s purpose for writing. 
 Summarize information from text and 

identify organization and scope of area 
presented. 

 
Reading Applications:  Literary Text 
 Analyze how authors describing characters. 
 Identify the setting and explain its 

importance. 
 Explain how main and minor events build 

on and relate to one another. 

This guide provides parents with a description of the concepts and skills
children will be taught in Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies,
and Health during the coming school year.  The elementary program is
supportive and nurturing and provides students with numerous opportunities to
learn and grow.  MEVSD teachers use instructional strategies to excite,
motivate, and challenge all students.  Throughout elementary school, students
learn to identify various sources of information and how to gather, record, and
organize it.  They are introduced to and use many forms of writing for various
purposes and audiences.  Each learner uses technology tools as he/she engages
in learning experiences across subject areas.  A variety of assessment strategies
are used to determine each student’s progress and instructional needs.  Your
child’s progress report will reflect his/her learning concepts and skills. 



 Explain first person, third person and 
omniscient points of view. 
 Understand that literature from different 

times and cultures has similar themes, 
patterns and symbols. 
 Identify characteristics of poetry, drama, 

myths, biographies, autobiographies, fiction 
and non-fiction. 
 Identify how authors use specific words, 

figurative language and sentence structure 
to create the mood. 

 
Writing Processes 
 Develop lists of writing ideas. 
 Establish a thesis and a plan for writing 

using organizational strategies. 
 Determine a purpose and audience for 

writing. 
 Organize writing into an introduction, 

body, plot resolution and summary. 
 Vary sentence structure, language and 

style. 
 Organize writing into paragraphs, 

beginning with a topic sentence and 
focusing on one main topic. 
 Use technology to compose text. 
 Reread writing for clarity, adding or 

deleting details as necessary. 
 Rearrange words, sentences and 

paragraphs and add transitions to make 
meaning clear. 
 Use resources to expand vocabulary. 
 Proofread writing. 
 Use tools (rubrics, checklists) to evaluate 

writing. 
 Prepare to publish writing in the format 

appropriate to the purpose. 
 
Writing Applications 
 Write a narrative using story elements. 
 Write responses to various types of writing 

and support judgment with specific 
references to text. 
 Write letters, journals, notes, poems and 

persuasive essays using the appropriate 
format. 
 Write informational reports, gathering 

information from multiple sources and 
present it in an appropriate format for the 
audience. 

Writing Conventions 
 Spell high-frequency words. 
 Use capitalization. 
 Use all eight parts of speech. 
 Use verbs with proper subject-verb 

agreement. 
 Use pronouns. 

 
Research 
 Generate a topic and develop a plan for 

gathering information from multiple 
sources. 
 Evaluate the validity of a source. 
 Paraphrase important information from 

original sources and organize the 
information. 
 Compare and contrast findings and select 

sources to support main ideas. 
 Use quotations to support ideas. 
 Document sources. 
 Present information through oral, visual or 

multimedia formats. 
 
Communication:  Oral and Visual 
 Demonstrate active listening. 
 Summarize main ideas and draw 

conclusions from presentations. 
 Identify the purpose of presentations. 
 Identify persuasive techniques used in 

presentations. 
 Select and use appropriate language 

according to audience and purpose. 
 Speak clearly, using appropriate voice, 

tone and volume.  Adjust to the needs of 
the audience. 
 Deliver informational presentations using a 

variety of resources which show 
understanding, organization and relevance 
and have a visual component. 
 Deliver formal and informal presentations 

using relevant information and details. 
 Deliver persuasive presentations that are 

supported with evidence and follow 
appropriate organizational structures. 

 
 
 
 
 



MATHEMATICS 
 
Number Sense and Operations 
 Decompose and recompose numbers using 

factors and exponents. 
 Use prime factors to find the greatest 

common factor and least common 
multiple. 
 Explain “rational” numbers. 
 Explain how to find a percent of a number 

and solve related problems. 
 Use models and pictures to show ratio, 

proportion and percents. 
 Use the order of operations to simplify 

numerical expressions. 
 Use integers to represent and solve 

problems. 
 Use models and visual representations to 

represent multiplication and division of 
fractions. 
 Give examples of how ratios represent 

part-to-part, part-to-whole and whole-to-
part relationships. 
 Recognize that dividing with fractions may 

result in a larger quotient than dividend. 
 Solve fraction and decimal problems 

fluently. 
 Estimate solutions to fraction and decimal 

problems. 
 Use proportions, ratios and percents in 

solving problems and determine if solutions 
are reasonable. 

 
Measurement 
 Describe the difference between surface 

area and volume. 
 Use strategies to develop formulas for 

finding circumference and area of circles 
and to determine the area of sectors. 
 Estimate perimeter or circumference.   

Estimate area for circles, triangles and 
quadrilaterals.  Estimate surface area for 
prisms and cylinders. 
 Estimate lengths and areas using 

manipulatives or diagrams. 
 Use formulas to measure attributes of 

geometric figures. 
 Determine the correct measure for 

problem-solving using area, perimeter, 
surface area or volume. 

 Describe what happens to perimeter and 
area when the measurements of the shape 
are changed. 

 
Geometry and Spatial Sense 
 Classify and describe two- and three-

dimensional figures using properties. 
 Using geometric vocabulary. 
 Use multiple criteria to classify triangles. 
 Identify parallel, intersecting and 

perpendicular planes. 
 Predict results of transformations including 

reflections, rotations, translations and 
dilations. 
 Draw similar figures that show proportional 

relationships. 
 Build three-dimensional objects with cubes 

and sketch two-dimensional 
representations of each side. 

 
Patterns, Functions and Algebra 
 Use physical materials such as tables and 

graphs to represent and analyze patterns, 
rules and functions. 
 Use words and symbols to describe 

numerical and geometric patterns, rules 
and functions. 
 Generate equivalent forms of algebraic 

expressions using the commutative, 
associative and distributive properties. 
 Solve linear equations and inequalities 

using physical models or paper and pencil. 
 Produce and interpret graphs representing 

the relationship between two variables. 
 Evaluate simple expressions by replacing 

variables and using formulas. 
 Identify and describe situations with 

constant or varying rates of change. 
 Use computers or graphing calculators to 

display and interpret rate of change. 
 
Data Analysis and Probability 
 Read, construct and interpret line graphs, 

circle graphs and histograms. 
 Select and create graphs appropriate for 

data. 
 Compare the same data represented in 

different types of graphs. 
 Understand mean, median, mode and 

range. 



 Describe the frequency distribution of a set 
of data using histograms, frequency tables, 
shapes or general appearance. 
 Make logical inferences from data. 
 Design an experiment to test probability 

and explain how results may vary. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


